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Notary Signing Agent
Background Screening Standards

10-Year Search of Criminal Records1

Social Security Number Trace — confirms identity and provides address history where criminal 
record searches will be conducted 

County Criminal Court Search2 — tabulated per scoring grid

Motor Vehicle Records3 — tabulated per scoring grid

National Sex Offender — automatic disqualification

Nationwide Criminal Database — tabulated per scoring grid

Federal District Court Search — tabulated per scoring grid

USA Patriot Act including Terrorist Watch List — automatic disqualification
•  United Nations Named Terrorist List
•  Office of Foreign Asset Control (OFAC) Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked Persons
•  Bank of England Sanctions
•  Department of Defense Trade Controls (DTC) Debarred Parties
•  U.S. Bureau of Industry and Security Unverified Entity List
•  U.S. Bureau of Industry and Security Denied Entity List
•  U.S. Bureau of Industry and Security Denied Persons List
•  World Bank List of Debarred Firms

1  California, Colorado, Kansas, Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, New Hampshire, New Mexico, New York and Washington laws limit reporting to  
7 years. Prior to June 10, 2015, Nevada law limited reporting to 7 years. Beginning June 10, 2015, Nevada reporting is limited to 10 years.

2 New York provided as a statewide search.
3 Unavailable in Washington and Pennsylvania.

Background Screening Scoring

An accumulation of 25 points results in disqualification.

ISSUE POINTS

Arson 25

Assault - Misdemeanor 15

Assault - Felony 25

Battery - Misdemeanor  15

Battery - Felony 25

Breaking & Entering 25

Burglary 25

Business Activity Without License/Permit - Misdemeanor 10

Business Activity Without License/Permit - Felony 25
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ISSUE POINTS

Child Neglect - Misdemeanor 20

Child Neglect - Felony 25

Child Unattended in Vehicle - Misdemeanor 10

Child Unattended in Vehicle - Felony 25

Conspiracy 25

Contempt of Court - Misdemeanor 10

Contempt of Court - Felony 25

Counterfeiting 25

Credit Card Fraud 25

Crimes Against Children 25

Criminal Mischief - Misdemeanor 15

Criminal Mischief - Felony 25

Criminal Sexual Conduct 25

Cruelty to Animals - Misdemeanor 15

Cruelty to Animals - Felony 25

Damage to Property - Misdemeanor 10

Damage to Property - Felony 25

Delay or Destruction of Mail or Newspaper - Misdemeanor 15

Delay or Destruction of Mail or Newspaper - Felony 25

Disorderly Conduct - Misdemeanor 5

Disorderly Conduct - Felony 25

Disturbing the Peace - Misdemeanor 5

Disturbing the Peace - Felony 25

Domestic Violence 25

Driving Without License/Suspended/Revoked - Misdemeanor 15

Driving Without License/Suspended/Revoked - Felony 25

Drug Abuse - Misdemeanor 15

Drug Abuse - Felony 25

Drug Possession - Misdemeanor 15

Drug Possession - Felony 25

Drug Sale/Distribution 25

Embezzlement 25

Extortion 25

Failure to Appear - Misdemeanor 5

Failure to Appear - Felony 25

Failure to Comply - Misdemeanor 5

Failure to Comply - Felony 25

False Police Report - Misdemeanor 10

False Police Report - Felony 25

Forgery 25

Fraud 25

Continued
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Continued

ISSUE POINTS

Harassment/Stalking - Misdemeanor 15

Harassment/Stalking - Felony 25

Incidental Bad Check 3

Indecent Exposure, Lewd and Lacivious Conduct - Misdemeanor 20

Indecent Exposure, Lewd and Lacivious Conduct - Felony 25

Issuing Bad Check - Misdemeanor 15

Issuing Bad Check - Felony 25

Kidnapping or False Imprisonment 25

Larceny 25

License Falsification 25

Littering - Misdemeanor 8

Littering - Felony 25

Making False Statements (Gov’t Official, Officer, Under Oath) 25

Manslaughter 25

Manufacturing Controlled Substance 25

Money Laundering 25

Murder 25

Obscenity - Misdemeanor 5

Obscenity - Felony 25

Obstructing Justice  - Misdemeanor 10

Obstructing Justice - Felony 25

Pet License Violation 3

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia - Misdemeanor 10

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia - Felony 25

Possession of Open Container 10

Possession (or Use) of Stolen Property 25

Prostitution 25

Providing Alcohol to Minor - Misdemeanor 12

Providing Alcohol to Minor - Felony 25

Public Intoxication 10

Purchase or Sale of a Security 25

Rape 25

Reckless Endangerment - Misdemeanor 15

Reckless Endangerment - Felony 25

Resisting Arrest - Misdemeanor 15

Resisting Arrest - Felony 25

Resisting, Interfering, Obstructing Peace Office or Government Administration - Misdemeanor 15

Resisting, Interfering, Obstructing Peace Office or Government Administration - Felony 25

Robbery 25

Sexual Abuse/Sexual Battery 25

Tax Evasion - Misdemeanor 15
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ISSUE POINTS

Tax Evasion - Felony 25

Terrorist or Criminal Threats 25

Theft 25

Theft by Check 25

Toll Evasion 15

Trespassing - Misdemeanor 10

Trespassing - Felony 25

Unlawful Drinking (As a Minor) 10

Vandalism - Misdemeanor 10

Vandalism - Felony 25

Violation of Protection Order - Misdemeanor 10

Violation of Protection Order - Felony 25

Warrant for Arrest 25

Weapons - Misdemeanor 20

Weapons - Felony 25

Driving Left of Center 3

Driving on the Wrong Side of the Road 4

Driving the Wrong Way on a One-Way Street 4

Driving Too Fast for Conditions 3

DUI or Driving with an Open Container - Misdemeanor 20

DUI or Driving with an Open Container - Felony 25

Failure to Follow Instructions of a Police Officer 4

Failure to Keep in the Proper Lane 2

Failure to Maintain Control of Vehicle 5

Failure to Obey Stop Sign 3

Failure to Obey Traffic Light 4

Failure to Signal Intention to Pass 3

Failure to Yield Right-of-Way 3

Failure to Yield to an Emergency Vehicle 2

Following Too Closely 4

Hazardous or Careless Driving 4

Hit and Run (Property Damage) - Misdemeanor 20

Hit and Run (Property Damage) - Felony 25

Improper Backing 2

Improper Lane Change 2

Improper Signal or No Signal 2

Improper Turning 2

Inattention to Driving 8

Leaving the Scene of an Accident (Property Damage) - Misdemeanor 20

Leaving the Scene of an Accident (Property Damage) - Felony 25

Continued
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This document (the “Work”) is published by the Signing Professionals Workgroup (“SPW”). Copyright © 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018. All rights reserved.

Subject to this License, Licensor hereby grants any user of this document (“Licensee”) a worldwide, royalty-free, irrevocable, perpetual, non-exclusive 
license to reproduce the Work in copies, to prepare proprietary derivative works based upon the Work, to distribute copies of the Work to the public by sale 
or other transfer of ownership, and to display the Work publicly. Any distribution of copies of the Work, or of a derivative work based upon the Work, shall 
reproduce verbatim the above copyright notice, the entire text of this License, and the entire disclaimer below under the following header: “This document 
includes works developed by SPW subject to SPW License, published at www.signingprofessionalsworkgroup.org." Upon publication of a derivative work, 
Licensee shall inform SPW of such publication and address to SPW a copy of Licensee’s derivative work and any relevant documentation.

“SPW” is a trade name of the “Signing Professionals Workgroup.” No derivative work or altered versions of a Work by Licensee may be trademarked or 
labeled in reference to SPW or any of its trademark(s) or service mark(s) without SPW’s prior written approval. No reference to SPW or any of its trademarks 
by Licensee shall imply endorsement of Licensee’s activities and products.

DISCLAIMER: THIS WORK IS PROVIDED “AS IS.” SPW, THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER, MAKES NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES (i) EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE, OR NON-IN-
FRINGEMENT; (ii) THAT THE CONTENTS OF SUCH WORK ARE FREE FROM ERROR OR SUITABLE FOR ANY PURPOSE; NOR THAT IMPLEMENTATION 
OF SUCH CONTENTS WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD-PARTY COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS, OR OTHER RIGHTS. IN NO EVENT WILL SPW, THE 
COPYRIGHT HOLDER, BE LIABLE TO ANY PARTY FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES FOR ANY USE OF THIS 
WORK, EVEN IF SPW, THE COPYRIGHT HOLDER, IS EXPRESSLY ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.

ISSUE POINTS

Making, Issuing or Using a False or Invalid Inspection Sticker, Registration or License Plate - Misdemeanor 15

Making, Issuing or Using a False or Invalid Inspection Sticker, Registration or License Plate - Felony 25

Non-Moving Violation 2

Passenger Safety Violation 2

Passing a Stopped School Bus 12

Passing Violations 3

Reckless Driving - Misdemeanor 10

Reckless Driving - Felony 25

Speeding in a School Zone 8

Speeding 1 through 5 mph in excess of speed zone/no mileage 2

Speeding 6 through 15 mph in excess of speed zone 3

Speeding 16 through 25 mph in excess of speed zone 5

Speeding 26 through 35 mph in excess of speed zone 8

Speeding 36 through 45 mph in excess of speed zone 12

Speeding 46 mph and above in excess of speed zone 15

Unauthorized Signs and Signals 10


